A Message to the Church in Sardis: Protestant Doctrines Examined
Against New Testament Greek

Framing Protestant Principles Through the Lens of Scriptural Contradictions

In the book of Revelation, Jesus addresses seven churches in Asia Minor, offering commendations, rebukes, and calls
to repentance based on their spiritual state. Among these, the church in Sardis stands out as particularly fitting for
framing this examination of Protestant doctrines in light of New Testament contradictions. Jesus says to Sardis in
Revelation 3:1-3 (Greek: "Kai 1@ ayyéAe Tig €v Zapdeaty ékkAnaiag ypawov: Tade Aéyel 6 €V T& EMTA TIVELHATA
100 820D Kai TG EMTH AOTEPOG: 018G GoL T Epya HTL Bvopa Exelg &1t {fg, Kol vekpog 1. yivou ypnyopdv kai Triploov
T hound & EpeAAov dmoBavelv: o0 yap elpNKG 0oL T Epya TEMANPOPEVA VOOV TOD BE0D OV, PVNHOVEDE 0DV TIRG
eiAnoog kol fikovoag Kai Tpet kai petavonoov.” — Literal translation: ”And to the angel of the in Sardis church write:
These things says the one having the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: I know your works that name you have
that you live, and dead you are. Become watching and strengthen the remaining which were about to die; for not I have
found your works completed before the God my. Remember therefore how you have received and heard and keep and
repent.”).

This rebuke highlights a church with a ”name” (6vopa) or reputation for being alive (Cfig), yet spiritually dead (vexpog),
with works (€pya) that are incomplete (00... menAnpopéva — not completed/fulfilled). Protestantism, with its emphasis
on reform, sola scriptura, and faith alone, often carries a reputation for biblical fidelity and vibrant faith. However, the
textual tensions identified below — drawn solely from the New Testament Greek — suggest areas where doctrines may
appear robust but fall short of the full biblical witness, much like Sardis' incomplete works. This calls for remembrance
of what was “received and heard” (eiAng@ag xai fikovoag), vigilance (ypnyop®v), and repentance (petavonoov) to
strengthen what remains. The following compiles and organises the analysis into a cohesive document, focusing on
key Protestant doctrines and their frictions with NT texts, with additional contradictions incorporated for completeness,
including those inspired by the works of Martin Luther (e.g., bondage of the will, justification by faith alone), John
Calvin (e.g., limited atonement, unconditional election), and other reformers like Ulrich Zwingli (symbolic sacraments)
and John Knox (predestination emphases).

Core Protestant Doctrines and Textual Tensions in New Testament Greek

Protestantism encompasses various branches but centres on principles like the “Five Solas.” This section examines these
against NT Greek texts, highlighting support and contradictions based purely on wording, grammar, and structure.

1. Sola Fide (Justification by Faith Alone) — Emphasised by Luther

This doctrine, central to Luther's theology (e.g., in his commentary on Romans and Galatians), posits justification
solely by faith, without works contributing.

Supporting Text: Ephesians 2:8-9 — ”ti] yop xaptti €01 0E0QOHEVOL S1i THOTEMG: KAl TOUTO 0UK €§ UGV, Beod 1O
d@dpov- ovK € Epywv, tva pr| Tig kavyrontat.” (By grace you have been saved through faith... not from works.)
Contradiction: James 2:24 — ”dpdite 611 €§ €pywv Sikaodton dvBpwnog Kal ovK €k miotewg povov.” (From works a

person is justified and not from faith only.) James uses ”povov” to negate isolated faith, with 2:21-22 showing faith
”perfected” (éteAeidOn) by works.



2. Baptism as Symbolic Ordinance (Not Regenerative) — Varied Among Reformers (e.g.,
Zwingli's Symbolic View)

Luther and Calvin saw baptism as conveying grace (especially for infants), but many Protestants (influenced by
Zwingli) view it symbolically.

Supporting Text: Romans 6:3-4 — ”6oot €BantioBnpev eig Xprotov ‘Inocodv eig tov Bavatov adtod Ramtiodnpey...”
(Baptised into his death... symbolising union.)

Contradictions:
* Acts 2:38 — ”BanTiofnto €KaoToG... €ig dpeov TGV apaptidv.” (Be baptised for forgiveness of sins.)

* Titus 3:5 — "Ec0woev Mpag 810 Aovtpod maAyyeveoiag Kai AvoKALVOOE®S ivebpatog ayiov.” (Saved through
washing of regeneration and renewal of Holy Spirit.)

* 1 Peter 3:21 — ”viv o@e1 Bantiopa...” (Baptism now saves... as antitype.)

Addressing Proposed Resolution: ”Awx” links coordinated phrases ("washing of regeneration and renewal”), not equat-
ing them; structure presents distinct elements.

3. Perseverance of the Saints (Once Saved, Always Saved) — Key in Calvin's Theology
Calvin taught that the elect persevere eternally.

Supporting Text: Romans 8:38-39 — ”olte Bavatog obte {or... Suvioeton Npag xwpioat...” (Nothing can separate us
from God's love.)

Contradiction: Hebrews 6:4-6 — ”&80vatov... To0G Grna& @oTIoNEVTAG... Kol MapamesovIag Ay avakovilew...”
(Impossible to renew those enlightened yet fallen away.)

4. Lord's Supper as Mere Symbol — Advocated by Zwingli

Luther held to consubstantiation, but Zwingli and many Protestants see it as purely symbolic.

Supporting Text: 1 Corinthians 11:24-25 — 10010 moteite €ig TV €unyv avapvnow.” (Do this for my remembrance.)
Contradictions:

* John 6:53-56 — ”éav pr AynTe TNV GApKa... O TPOY®V HOL TNV odpKa... v €pol pével.” (Unless you eat the
flesh... the one gnawing abides in me.)

* 1 Corinthians 11:27-29 — ”€voyo¢ €otat 100 6OOTOG Kol ToD AipaToG... Kpipa €autd é0biel.” (Guilty of the body
and blood... eats judgment.)

5. Confession Directly to God Alone — Common in Protestant Thought
Reformers like Luther rejected auricular confession to priests.
Supporting Text: 1 John 1:9 — ”é&v OpOAOY®HEV TOG APOPTIOG IHAV... dof] Nuiv.” (If we confess... he forgives.)
Contradictions:
+ James 5:16 — “¢&opoAoyeiobe dAARAoLg TOG Gpaptiag.” (Confess to one another.)

+ John 20:23 — ”Gv Tvav aefite T0G apaptiog deéwvral adtoic.” (If you forgive... they have been forgiven.)

6. Final Judgment Not Based on Works — Tied to Luther's Faith Alone
Luther emphasised faith over works in judgment.

Supporting Text: Romans 3:28 — ”6ikooboBan miotel GvBpwmov xwpig €pywv vopov.” (Justified by faith apart from
works of law.)



Contradiction: Matthew 25:31-46 — ”éneivaca y&p Kol €é5dKaté pot gayelv... €@’ doov énowmoate...” (I hungered and
you gave... inasmuch as you did.)

7. Priesthood of All Believers (No Hierarchical Clergy) — Luther's Emphasis

Luther taught all believers are priests, diminishing clergy roles.

Supporting Text: 1 Peter 2:9 — ”Bacilelov iepatevpa...” (Royal priesthood.)

Contradictions:
* 1 Timothy 5:17 — ”oi KaA&G ipoeoTdTEG IpETPOTEPOL S1MATG TIpfG...” (Ruling elders worthy of double honour.)
* Acts 14:23 — ”yelpotovroavteg... mpesfutépous.” (Appointed/ordained elders.)

+ 2 Timothy 1:6 — ”61& tiig émBéoewg 1@V xelpdv...” (Gift through laying on of hands.)

8. Symbolic Anointing for the Sick — Aligned with Some Protestant Views
Healing through prayer, downplaying physical rites.
Supporting Text: James 5:15 (partial) — ”r ebyn| Tfig miotewg ocoel...” (Prayer of faith will save.)

Contradiction: James 5:14-15 — ”"npooevédoBnoav én’ adTov aAeiPavieg aOToOV éAaiw... deebrioetatl avTtd®.” (Pray
over him having anointed with oil... sins forgiven.)

9. Cessation of Spiritual Gifts — Held by Some Reformers Like Knox
Miraculous gifts ended post-apostles.

Supporting Text: 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 — ”npognteion katapynnioovtat... 6tav EAOn 10 téActov...” (Prophecies will
cease when the perfect comes.)

Contradictions:

* 1 Corinthians 14:1, 39 — ”{nNA0DTE... TO TIPOPNTEVELV KAl TO AXAETY U1 KOAVeTE YAwooaig.” (Be zealous to proph-
esy... do not forbid tongues.)

» Ephesians 4:11-13 — “€8wKev... TPOPTITAG... HEXPL KATAVTNO®pEY...” (Gave prophets... until we attain unity.)

10. Total Depravity (Humans Incapable of Seeking God Without Grace) — Core to Calvin's
TULIP

Calvin taught total inability due to sin.

Supporting Text: Romans 3:10-11 — ”o0k #0Tv Sikaog 0082 £ig... 0Ok 0TV 6 Ek{nTéV TOV Bedv.” (None righteous...
none seeking God.)

Contradiction: Acts 17:27 — ”(nteiv T0v Bedv, €l Gpa ye YymAagpnooiev adTtov kai ebpotev...” (To seek God, if perhaps
they might grope for him and find...) Implies capability to seek (*(nteiv”), with eporev” (find) as potential outcome.

11. Predestination/Unconditional Election (No Human Response) — Calvin and Knox's Focus
God elects unconditionally, as in Calvin's Institutes.

Supporting Text: Ephesians 1:4-5 — ”éEeAeé€ato NUGG v adT@ PO KATABOATG KOGHOU. .. TTpoopicag pdg eig viobeaiav.”
(Chose us before foundation... predestined to adoption.)
Contradiction: 2 Peter 1:10 — ”pdAAov, &deA@oi, orovdacate Befaiav DPGY TNV KATjow Kai ékAoynyv moteioBat...” (Be

diligent to make your calling and election sure...) ”TToi€ioBon” (to make) implies human action to confirm ”éxAoynv”
(election).



12. Bondage of the Will (No Free Will in Salvation) — Luther's Doctrine in His Famous Work
Luther argued in The Bondage of the Will that humans lack free will in salvation due to sin.

Supporting Text: Romans 7:18 — "ol y&p 8Tt 00K OIKel &v £pot, TodT” 0Ty € Tff oapki pov, dyadov: o yap BéAey
napakertal pot, 10 6¢ kKatepyaleabaon 1o kaAdv 00.” (I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for
the willing is present, but the doing of good is not.)

Contradiction: Philippians 2:12-13 — ”petax @éBov Kai TpdpoL TNV £autdv owtnpiav kKatepydleode: Bedg yop éotv 6
Evepy®v €v DPTV Kol T0 BEAeLY Kai 10 évepyely LTEp T evSoKiag.” (Work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for

God is the one working in you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.) ”KatepyaleafBe” (work out) commands
active human participation in ”owtnpiav” (salvation), alongside God's work.

13. Limited Atonement (Christ Died Only for the Elect) — Calvin's Teaching
Calvin held that Christ's death was efficient only for the elect.

Supporting Text: Matthew 26:28 — 10070 y&p €0TIv TO aipd pov Tig StaBAKng TO iepl TOAGY EkxuVVOIEVOV Eig GPETTY
apoptidv.” (This is my blood of the covenant poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.)

Contradiction: 1 John 2:2 — ”kai o106 AAGHOG €0TV TIEPT TGV APAPTIAV TIHAV, 00 TIEPL TAOV NHETEPOV O€ PHOVOV GAAK
Kol mept 6Aov tob kOopov.” (He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.)
”OAov 10D Koopov” (whole world) extends beyond the elect.

14. Double Predestination (God Predestines Some to Damnation) — Implied in Calvin and
Knox

Calvin's predestination includes reprobation for the non-elect.

Supporting Text: Romans 9:22 — el §¢ BéAwv 6 Beog évieiaaBon v dpynv Kai yvwpioot 10 Suvatov adtod fiveykev év
TOAAT] pakpoBupia okedn opyfig KatnpTiopéva eig anwAsiav.” (What if God, willing to show wrath... endured vessels
of wrath prepared for destruction.)

Contradiction: 2 Peter 3:9 — ”un BovAopevog tvag anoiéoBal dAAX TavTag €ig petavolav ywproat.” (Not willing
that any should perish but all come to repentance.) ”Mn BovAopevdg” (not willing) negates divine desire for ”tivag
émoA£oBon” (any to perish).

This document reveals NT Greek tensions suggesting Protestant emphases, while reformative, may leave doctrines
incomplete — echoing Sardis' call to strengthen and repent.
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